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expenditure from time to time incurred, and to be
incurred, for the relief and prevention of famine in
British India." In the preamble of the new Bill all
reference to the relief of famine is omitted. I think
there will be general concurrence with the opinion
expressed by Sir John Strachey, that the retention
of these words would "undoubtedly serve to create
misapprehension." I have already adduced reasons
which seem to me to show that, at a time when it
is necessary for the Indian Government to raise
loans both in England and in India, the employment
of any language which would encourage the idea
that a separate fund had been called into existence
for the relief of famine, could produce no other
result except to introduce unnecessary confusion
into Indian finance. It is in every respect far better
to adopt the course which is now about to be taken
by the Indian Government, and to treat the licence-
tax as an impost levied in order to obtain the
additional revenue which was required, when, in
consequence of the frequent occurrence of famine,
the decision was arrived at that the relief of famine
was an ordinary charge, for ivhich it was just as
incumbent to make provision as it is for " proper
courts of justice, police, education, and so forth." 1

1 See speech  of Sir John Strachey in introducing the  amended
Licence.tax Bill.